
 

 

Carpets of crocus at Forde Abbey 

 

The snow may have camouflaged the snowdrops at the beginning of 

February but it has done little to hold back the crocus, which are 

blooming all over the gardens at Forde Abbey near Chard, just in time for 

the Crocus Week running from Sunday 1st – 8th March. The event is to 

take place just a week after the National Trust reported a fall in the 

number of flowers blooming in their gardens.  

 

Forde Abbey’s owner, Mark Roper, is particularly bemused by the 

National Trust’s plight given what he can see in his own garden. “I don’t 

think the recent cold weather has had much impact on the spring bulbs 

here. Traditionally, the best time to see the snowdrops has always been 

the first week in February and under the snow they were marvellous! 

Equally the best time to see the crocus has always been the first week in 

March and it doesn’t look like this year will be any different. If anything 

recent mild winters have simply given gardeners unrealistic expectations 

and this year is just a return to form.” 

 

The crocus at Forde Abbey spread over more than 10 acres of garden 

and create a delightful purple haze. Visitors to the garden will be able to 

admire the crocus as well as other early blooming flowers including the 

coum cyclamen, snowdrops, camellias and the hellebores. Mark Roper is 

convinced that visitors to Forde Abbey and other gardens in the coming 

days will be well rewarded. “The South West has lots of beautiful 

gardens in private ownership as well as those owned by the National 

Trust. Not everyone’s gardening experience this year is the same. So if 



your readers are looking for some early spring gardening inspiration 

there is still plenty to see! They shouldn’t be left with the impression that 

there is no point in visiting their local gardens. I know that there are some 

very hardworking gardeners who would love to see them! 

 
The tearoom at Forde Abbey will be serving home made light lunches 

and cakes from the 1st March and the gift shop and plant centre will both 

be open. The Gardens are open from 10am-4.30pm (last entry). The Gift 

Shop opens at 10am with the Tearoom opening at 11am.  
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For more information please contact Hannah Galvin on 01460 220231 or 
at hannah@fordeabbey.co.uk 

 

Forde Abbey & Gardens  
 

Enjoy England Awards for Excellence – Silver Award 2008 
South West Tourism’s Small Visitor Attraction of the Year 2006 & 2007 

 
The gardens are open daily throughout the year from 10am to 4.30pm (Last 

admission). The house reopens on the 1st April and will be open from 12noon-4pm 
(last admission) on Tuesdays-Fridays, Sundays and Bank Holiday Mondays. The 

Tearoom and Gift Shop will open again for the new season from the 1st March 
Signposted from A358 Chard/Axminster, A3066 Bridport/Crewkerne, A30 

Chard/Crewkerne.  
 

 
 

The Crocus at Forde Abbey ready for Crocus Week 1st-8th March 2009 


